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the sister and heir presumptive of the young Queen
Isabella, while the Queen herself was married to
her cousin, Don Francisco, by whom it was known
that she could not have children. This arrange-
ment was effected in direct violation of a previous
agreement with England that Montpensier should
not marry the Infanta until the Queen was married
and had heirs. Possibly Guizot might have kept
his word had Lord Aberdeen remained in office. His
excuse is the alleged determination of Palmerston
to marry Isabella to a Coburg Prince. Nothing
can palliate the infamy of imposing such a husband
as Don Francisco on the young Queen ; but,
justifiable or not, the Spanish marriages put an
end to the entente cordialc established by Aberdeen,
thus placing a powerful weapon in the hands of
the French Opposition, who reproached Guizot
and his master with sacrificing the friendship of
England to the interests of the Orleans family.

In another way the unfortunate Louis Philippe's
desire for peace hurried on his fall. At that time
only 200,000 Frenchmen possessed the electoral
franchise. As a consequence of this restriction,
government was carried on by a system of gross
corruption, frequently giving rise to open scandals.
Extension of the suffrage became a watchword with
the Liberal Opposition. A very moderate con-
cession, amounting to the admission of 200,000
new electors, would have satisfied their demands.
But so convinced were the King and Guizot of
the popular craving for war that they refused to
strengthen the representation of public opinion in
the Chamber even to that trifling extent. In
February, 1848, a Reform banquet was forbidden.